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7 Elements of Culture (2008)  Name: ____________________________ Prd: ___ Score:  ______ /20 
 

Directions: Highlight the answers in the text on the left before answering the questions on the right. 
 

Region is defined as an area that can be grouped Define region: __________________________ 
together by common characteristics or traits. _______________________________ 

There are many regions in the world ~ physical _______________________________ 

(mountain ranges,) vegetation, political, &  _______________________________ 

religious to name a few.  However, there are  ___________________________(2 pts) 

other types of regions that are invisible & can’t   

be “seen.”  These regions are based on culture.   
 

Culture is the way of life of a specific group of Culture is _________. 

people including their daily habits, beliefs & arts. a.   based on one’s ethnic 

Their language, religion, & ethnic heritage are  heritage, religion & 

parts of the culture that make up their cultural  language  

region.  Cultures are constantly changing through b.   a way of life of a specific group 

their interaction with other cultures.  This c.   constantly changing 

interaction is the exchange of ideas & customs d. a combination of their habits, arts, & beliefs 

leading to a fascinating & complex world that we e. an exchange of ideas & customs 

live in today. f. all the above 
 

Geography is the “key element” of culture because A synonym for environment is ___. (Use a thesaurus!) 

environment shapes each region.  Where we live a. setting d.   surroundings 

affects a culture’s customs & traditions (a way of b.   milieu e.   a, c, & d only 

life).  It also influences what a people will value or c. location f. all the above 

or worship.  It affects the color of one’s skin   

based on the amount of pigment in one’s skin Drawing conclusions:  If someone develops a 
(melanin) & even the shape of their eyes.  The melanoma, you could conclude that it is a  
amount & types of resources in their environment disease of the ________________________.  
will also influence their economy (or wealth of a              (Clue:  It’s a synonym for epidermis.)  ☺   

country).  Lastly, what is grown agriculturally will  

determine what crops are harvested & provided   

for its people based on their geography. 
 

The way a society is built on a hierarchy (or order Note:  (Few / most � circle 1)  

of importance) within a group of people is called   of the people are at the top & 
social organization.  Therefore, most (though fewer  (few / most � circle 1) of the 

in number) of the important people are at or near the  people are at the bottom of the 
top with those of less importance or status below.   hierarchical social pyramid. (2 pts) 

Family lineage (or ancestry) are usually based on 

patrilineal or matrilineal heritage.  Patrilineal  Matching:  (2 pts) 
is based on the father’s family history while ____ matrilineal a.  based on the man’s family 

matrilineal is based on the mother’s history.   ____ patrilineal b.  based on the woman’s family  
 

Another element of culture is made up of  

customs & traditions.  These are the rules of Making connections to your culture:   
behavior for a given society & can also be thought Give an example of a custom you & your family  
of as “unwritten rules” that keep people in line.   share:  _______________________________ 

These customs also include taboos ~ things that _____________________________________ 

are forbidden by or are considered unmentionable  Give an example of a taboos in our society: 
by a society.   _________________________________ (2 pts.) 
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Celebrations & holidays such as baptisms,  Making connections:  List 2 holidays &/or  
funeral rites, & rites of passage (Bat Mitzvahs) are celebrations within your culture: 
included in these customs & traditions & are  1)  ___________________________________ 

usually very specific to one culture or another. 2)  ___________________________________ 
 

Arts & literature is believed to be the “record T or F:  (� circle 1)  A “record keeper” is anything that is 

keeper” of any society.  These “records” are documented to be left for future generations to use. 

usually recorded in myths, legends or sagas ~  

oral & written stories that are passed down from   

generation to generation.  Often these are in  Artifacts could include which of the following? 
the form of books, plays, poems & even music!   a. spear d. wheel 

Tools left behind & formerly used by humans are b. clay pot e. all the above 

called artifacts.  Large & small scale architecture  c. skeleton f. only a, b, & d 
(buildings, statues, paintings & sculptures) are also  

considered artful artifacts because they were  

used by human beings in a previous culture.  
 

The backbone of a culture is their government 

 & economics & it borrows from customs & 
traditions.  A government gives people a say in 

how they are ruled.  It is said that the more  
complex a culture, the more complex its economy  
& government are.  Some culture’s are based  

on a monetary (money) system while others  

are based on a barter system.  To barter is to  Evaluating:  If these two men were exchanging 
exchange by trading one thing for another.   fish for crates, they would be using a  
Items or services may be traded, but in  (barter / monetary � circle 1) system. 

bartering, no money is ever exchanged.   
 

Language is a way of communicating to the rest  Language includes ___. 
of one’s culture.  It is a way of handing down a.  written language c.   slang 

information from one generation to another & is b.   oral language d. all the above 

often considered the “cornerstone of a culture”   

or the “carrier” of a culture.  Think of all the Making connections:  Name one (1) of Mr. Miller’s 

different written & oral languages in the past in  3 cornerstones of Stilwell Junior High?  

such great civilizations as Mesopotamia, Egypt,   ______________________________________ 

& Greece compared to how we use it today!          (Don’t know?  Check the corners of Stilwell’s walls!!!) 
 

Of all the elements of culture, religion is believed Higher level thinking skills: Making inferences: 
to be the “heart & soul” of an individual culture.  Why of all 7 elements of culture would religion 
Religion steers people by giving them guidance & be considered the “heart & soul” of a culture? 
hope in their daily lives.   Religion can be thought _________________ 

of as a firm or constant belief in an idea, faith  _________________ 

or one’s devotion & is usually very, very personal.     _________________ 
 

People learn culture.  Therefore, culture is a body  _________________ 
of learned behaviors common to a given society & __________________ 

shaping that society’s consciousness & behavior  __________________ 

from generation to generation.  And over time,  __________________ 

cultural forces tie all of Earth’s regions into one __________________ 

interdependent world.   _____________ (2 pts) 

  

 

 

 


